
 
Congratulations! 

 

Congratulations on your engagement! We rejoice with you as you prepare to 
enter into Holy Matrimony.  Please know that you will be kept in our prayers. 
 
Your wedding day will take a great deal of planning and we are here to help.  
Remember to keep important things important ~ everything else will work out!  
We will help you prepare not just for the special day, but also for your entire 
married life together.  
 
Marriage is a sacrament in the Catholic Church. It is not only a very special 
moment for the two of you; it is also a sacred event for all of us. These guidelines 
are part of our effort to help you enhance the sacred character of your wedding. 
Guidelines reflect the Church’s desire to celebrate your wedding as an integral 
and welcome part of the Parish’s worship life. We ask your cooperation in 
following these guidelines. 
 
Because this is a holy time, please remember to pray.  Attend Mass every week, 
receive the sacrament of Reconciliation, read the bible, and pray the rosary.  
There is no substitute for prayer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This handbook will be updated as needed to reflect changes in Parish policies and 

wedding stipend fees. 

 

 

Contact Information 
 

Elizabeth Rickard ~ Clergy’s Assistant 

E-Mail:   erickard@staoptw.org 

Direct Line (832) 482-4112 
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What is a Christian Marriage? 
 
The Catholic Church believes that Christian marriage is the union of a baptized man and woman who 
freely enter into a covenant of love with each other in Christ for the purpose of giving and receiving love 
and for the procreation and education of children.  
 
Married couples live their sacrament by the way they care for one another, love one another, and are 
enthusiastic for one another as husband and wife. In their daily love for each other, their children, and the 
larger community, they become a living sign (a sacrament) for all of how much Jesus loves us and wishes 
to embrace us as His brothers and sisters. As they work their way through marital and family crises and 
struggles, they are witness to the power of the Holy Spirit at work in all our lives. 
 
In order to live out this ideal Christian marriage, couples must have the ability to give and receive love 
and to sustain an intimate relationship. They must also have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and 
His Body, the Church. 

 
• Marriage is a covenant relationship (I will love you unconditionally), not just a  

contractual relationship (I will love you if you love me). 
 

• The principal goals of marriage are the mutual love of husband and wife and the openness to new 
life. 
 

• The sacrament of marriage has two important community dimensions: 
 

  Couples, by their love for each other, become living signs of how God loves us  
  and how he wants to embrace us as family. 
 

A Catholic wedding is a celebration of the entire Christian community and not simply a 
private family function. 

 
• Marriage enables a couple to sustain a close intimate relationship. 

 
• A Catholic marriage assumes that a couple has a relationship with Christ and His Church. 

 
 
Special Circumstances 
 
Marriage of Young People  
 
If either of the parties will be under 19 years of age at the time of the wedding, parental consultation and 
completion of the canonical free state form must take place. 
 
Pregnancy  
 
If the couple had not planned to marry, pregnancy of itself will not be considered sufficient reason to 
enter into marriage or to shorten the marriage preparation process. 
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Convalidation  
 
If the couple has entered into a marriage outside the laws of the Church, a validation of the marriage is 
permitted after the couple has completed the assessment process of these pastoral guidelines. 
 
Previous Marriage  
 
Any previous marriage (Catholic or non-Catholic) is an obstacle to marriage in the Catholic Church.  The 
parties must disclose to the Priest/Deacon/Case Sponsor the facts of the previous marriage(s) in an 
effort to seek resolution. 
 
Co-habitation  
 
The Church has traditionally taught that sexual intercourse outside of marriage is contrary to the divine 
law.  Times have not changed the Church’s teaching with reference to this particular matter.  Those who 
come to begin marriage preparations and are living together will need to enter into specific discussion 
with the Priest/Deacon concerning the marriage and the ceremony.  Only after the matter has been 
discussed will the decision be made concerning the marriage and the nature of the ceremony. 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=wedding+flower+images&hl=en&sa=X&tbo=d&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4DMUS_enUS282US283&biw=1024&bih=556&tbm=isch&tbnid=MGxb3y2sizHMLM:&imgrefurl=http://www.weddinginsurance.co.uk/wedding-flowers-insurance.html?UserID=3337&UserCode=165816&docid=Imd9Je7fH2Ov_M&imgurl=http://www.weddinginsurance.co.uk/images/wedding-flowers.jpg&w=300&h=319&ei=DiilUIyrGPKgyAGmjoDoAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=760&vpy=160&dur=3765&hovh=232&hovw=218&tx=145&ty=136&sig=104243906446882636541&page=2&tbnh=150&tbnw=137&start=24&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:11,s:24,i:189
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Your Wedding at St. Anthony of Padua 
 
Wedding Dates and Times 
 

 Weddings are celebrated on Saturdays at either 2:00pm or 7:30pm. Friday evening weddings may 
be scheduled if the Church is available.   

 Special week day wedding dates are permitted only if the parish schedule allows. 
 There are no weddings on Sundays or Holy Days of Obligations. 

 
 

Rehearsal Dates and Times 
 

 Rehearsals are generally on the evening before the wedding at 6:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., or 8:00 p.m. 
Rehearsals are conducted by one of our St. Anthony of Padua Wedding Coordinator teams and last 
approximately 1 hour.  Since multiple rehearsals are often scheduled for the same evening, 
rehearsals must start on time.    

 

 The wedding and rehearsal dates and times will be tentatively scheduled with the Clergy’s 
Assistant at the first meeting. 

 
 

Wedding Fees & Honorariums 
 

St. Anthony of Padua is pleased to celebrate your marriage ceremony at our Parish.  As with everything 
else, there are costs associated with keeping our beautiful Church operational and properly maintained.  
The fees below (as of July 1st, 2016) do not cover the entire costs of having your wedding here, but they 
do help defray the expenses of hosting your wedding. 
 
St. Anthony of Padua Registered Parishioners: $ 500.00 
Non-Parishioner Rate:     $ 1000.00 
Con-validations      $ 200.00 
Weddings in chapel      $ 300.00 
 
Altar Servers (not required)    $   25.00 each  
If desired, 3 are scheduled 
The stipend is $25.00 each and is to be given in cash in 3 separate envelopes                 
to the Wedding Coordinator at the wedding rehearsal. 
 
Music Ministry:  Accompanist    $ 200.00 

Cantor     $ 150.00 
  

Music fees for accompanist and Cantor should be given to the Wedding Coordinator at the wedding 
rehearsal using envelopes provided in your handbook.  
 
(Outside music fees are handled according to the policy set by the contracted Musician(s) and paid to 
them directly by the couple.) 
 
Clergy Stipend: Amount to be determined by the couple  ($200.00 is suggested) 
Honorarium should be given to the Wedding Coordinator at the wedding rehearsal 
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The Marriage Preparation Process 
 
 

The Initial Interview 
 
At least nine (9) months to a year before the tentative marriage date, couples should contact Elizabeth 
Rickard, the Clergy’s Assistant for formal preparation.  This will allow sufficient time for preparation.  
Couples are asked to make only tentative wedding arrangements; no firm dates may be set until the 
assessment process has been completed.  At the initial meeting, the Pastor’s Assistant will provide you 
with some general wedding information and will set up the file for your marriage records and send your 
login code so that you both take your Prepare-Enrich assessment online. 
 

The first step in helping you prepare for your marriage is an extended discussion of the different facets 
of marriage, the many areas of joy, and challenges that you can expect.  At your meeting with the Clergy, 
the Priest/Deacon will assist you in completing the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston prenuptial 
questionnaire, and couples will discuss the results from their Prepare-Enrich assessment (Facilitating 
Open Couple Communication, Understanding and Study).   This marriage tool was created to deal with 
current issues and needs in marriage preparation by helping to raise questions and/or identify concerns. 

 
Engaged Couple Orientation Session (ECOS) 
 
This sacramental preparation is open to all those planning a wedding at our Parish.  At this session, we 
explore the ceremony itself and offer information on our Parish guidelines, appropriate music selections, 
and various options that are appropriate to the theology of marriage and the celebration.  The Pastor, 
someone from our Music Ministry and a wedding coordinator will be there to discuss all aspects of the 
liturgy with you.  Questions are welcomed and encouraged!   

 
 

Documents Needed          
 
You will need to provide several documents for your marriage: 
 
Parish Registration 
 

If you are not living in our Parish boundaries and not a registered parishioner of St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church, we will need a letter from the Pastor of the Church you belong to stating that (1) you are 
a registered parishioner at that Parish and that (2) the Pastor of the Church gives you permission to be 
married at St. Anthony’s.   
 
 
Baptismal Certificate 
 

A Baptismal Certificate issued six (6) months before the wedding date is required (not the original 
Baptismal). Please call the Church of your Baptism and request a new Baptismal copy with all 
notations on the reverse side.  If you are not confirmed, we strongly recommend that you be confirmed 
before your marriage; however, you may still be married if not yet confirmed.   
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Affidavits of Freedom to Marry 
 

You will each be asked to name two (2) people each who know you well and would be willing to testify 
that you are free to marry.  The people you choose can be parents, other relatives, or friends who know 
you well. 
 
Marriage License 
 

The marriage license should be obtained 1-2 weeks prior to the ceremony.  In Texas, marriage licenses 
are valid for 30 days and have a 72 hour dormant period (you may not use it until 72 hours after 
purchase).  A marriage license can be obtained at any courthouse in the state of Texas.  The marriage 
license should be given to the Wedding Coordinator at the wedding rehearsal. 
 

In Montgomery County, the wedding couple and the witnesses do not sign the marriage license; it is 
signed only by the presiding Priest or Deacon.    After your wedding, the Church will record your 
marriage in the Sacramental Register of the Parish and mail the license back to the Montgomery County 
Clerk’s Office for you.  The County Clerk will record the information in the public records of the County 
and will return a certified copy to you, usually within 6 weeks after the wedding. 
 
Other Documents:  In particular cases, if other documents are needed, the Priest or Deacon will ask for 
them. 
 

Engaged Couple Encounter Weekend (EEW)/Sponsor Couple Programs 
 
You will have the option to participate in either of these 2 programs: 
 

Engaged Encounter Weekend  (EEW) or New Life  
This is a weekend experience where couples planning marriage have time together to concentrate on 
each other, free of the tensions, pressures, and interruptions of daily life.  It is designed to give couples an 
opportunity to dialogue honestly and intensively about their future life together. The weekend begins on 
Friday at 7pm and ends on Sunday by 4pm. You must let the Priest/Deacon know that you plan to attend, 
and he must sign your registration form which can be printed online.  It will be your responsibility to 
make the reservations to attend.  Please visit http://www.familylifeministryhouston.org/marriage-

preparation.html for the dates offered and for any other information . 
 
Sponsor Couple Sessions 
This is an opportunity to prepare for your marriage by meeting with trained married couples for 5 
sessions in their homes.  You will receive the book For Better & For Ever by Robert Ruhnke which will be 
used as a basis for these sessions.  Due to the limited capacity of the Engaged Encounter weekend, most of 
our couples prepare in the Sponsor Couple Session process. 
 
The goal of the Sponsor Couple program is to provide a couple-to-couple approach to marriage 
preparation.  The same way that an older, more experienced employee becomes a mentor to a new 
employee, the sponsor couple becomes a mentor for the engaged couple.  The engaged couple preparing 
for marriage meets with the sponsor couple at a mutually-agreeable time for a series of 5 evenings in the 
home of the sponsor couple.  During these evenings, through a loosely-structured program, the sponsor 
couple can share, encourage, guide, and support the engaged couple in their quest for a Christian 
marriage.  Topics discussed include family of origin, traditions, money management, sexuality and 
intimacy, the place of prayer in a Christian marriage, the spirituality of marriage, God’s relationship in 
your marriage, essential of a Christian marriage, etc. 
 

http://www.familylifeministryhouston.org/marriage-preparation.html
http://www.familylifeministryhouston.org/marriage-preparation.html
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Liturgy Preparation 
 

The next step in the preparation process is the planning of the Liturgy. You will be given a booklet, 
Together For Life, which explains the various choices you have in planning the Liturgy. Included in the 

book are scriptural passages from the Old and New Testament that speak about marriage. Please 
schedule an appointment with the Clergy’s Assistant 8 to 12 weeks prior to the date of the wedding. 

 

Ministers Who Serve and Assist in the Liturgy 
 
Officiants:   Our Priests/Deacons are pleased to preside at your wedding!  A visiting priest or deacon who 
officiates weddings at St. Anthony of Padua must receive delegation from the Pastor of St. Anthony’s.    
The visiting priest/deacon must understand and agree to follow the wedding liturgy guidelines of our 
Parish.  Clergy from outside the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston must have the testimonial of 
suitability for ministry from his own religious superior or Bishop before he is allowed to exercise 
ministry at St. Anthony. 
 
Altar Servers 
Altar Servers are not required but some couples request them if their marriage is being celebrated within 
a Nuptial Mass and are expecting a large amount of guests receiving communion.  Three (3) experienced 
servers will be assigned.  (Please see page 5 for Altar Server stipend fees.) 
 
Lectors: The readers you choose should be given the chosen texts well before the wedding date to 
rehearse. They must be at the rehearsal . 
 
EMHCs:  If your wedding will include a Nuptial Mass you are encouraged to provide Extra-Ordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion from among your guests. These ministers must be Catholic and are 
expected at the rehearsal. The Wedding Coordinators can also function in this role if needed.  
 
Music and Musicians: When a date for the ceremony has been set, the couple must begin thinking of the 
liturgical preparations. If, for example a couple is planning on using extra instruments (strings, brass, 
etc.) the Music Office should be contacted immediately.  
 
Our Music Department will work with you in the selection and placement of music for your wedding, and 
can provide quality liturgical music that will enhance the prayer of your liturgy. Other instrumentation 
can add to the beauty of the music, and our Music Department can give you contact information for 
various instrumental ensembles. Please contact Natalie Giardina at ngiardina@staoptw.org, or by phone 
at 832-482-4125. 
 
Please do not contract the service of any musicians without the prior consent of the Music 
Department.   This request must be made well in advance of the wedding – at least 6 months 
before the wedding. 
 
(PLEASE REFER TO MUSIC/LITURGY SECTION OF THIS BOOK FOR MORE DETAILS ON THE CEREMONY) 
 
 
Wedding Coordinators: St. Anthony’s Wedding Coordinators will be on site for the rehearsal and on the 
wedding day to ensure the celebrations proceed smoothly, promptly, and according to guidelines.  
Wedding Coordinators hired by the couple will, at all times, defer to the Parish Wedding Coordinator, for 
direction. 
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The Wedding Party 
 

 All members of the wedding party (attendants, ushers, parents, readers, etc.) should attend the 
rehearsal. 

 
 The Bride and bridal attendants are asked to please be mindful of the necessary modesty of dress 

that is appropriate for the reverent respect for the Church and the liturgy. If you plan on doing 
anything unique in regards to the dress for either of the parties, please consult with Elizabeth 
Rickard to see if there will be any problems. (ex. ~ special tennishoes for groomsmen, overalls, etc.) 

 
 Attendants:  Bridal attendants and groomsmen should be kept within a reasonable number 

(between 1 and 7). 
 

 Children in the wedding party:  Flower Girls and Ring Bearers should be of an appropriate age of 
maturity. 

 
 We encourage at least 2 gentlemen, separate from the groomsmen, to serve as ushers.  Their 

primary responsibilities are to welcome and seat guests and family members. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=wedding+flower+images&hl=en&sa=X&tbo=d&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4DMUS_enUS282US283&biw=1024&bih=556&tbm=isch&tbnid=MGxb3y2sizHMLM:&imgrefurl=http://www.weddinginsurance.co.uk/wedding-flowers-insurance.html?UserID=3337&UserCode=165816&docid=Imd9Je7fH2Ov_M&imgurl=http://www.weddinginsurance.co.uk/images/wedding-flowers.jpg&w=300&h=319&ei=DiilUIyrGPKgyAGmjoDoAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=760&vpy=160&dur=3765&hovh=232&hovw=218&tx=145&ty=136&sig=104243906446882636541&page=2&tbnh=150&tbnw=137&start=24&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:11,s:24,i:189
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The Marriage Liturgy 

 
A Catholic wedding takes place in the context of the Sacred Liturgy.  The Rite of Marriage may be celebrated 

within a Liturgy of the Word or within the Nuptial Mass.  The Nuptial Mass is celebrated only when both 

parties are practicing Catholics.  During the Rite of Marriage, the Church seeks God’s blessings for the 

newlyweds and the couple professes their solemn vows to God and to each other. 

 
Liturgical Procession  

 
No one comes through a side door or entrance. All members of the wedding party are full participants in the 

worship of God. All process in the same manner as the Christian community does at a Sunday liturgy.  

 

Seating of Guests  

Seating of Grandparents  

Seating of Mothers or Parents [Optional--Lighting of Unity Candle] 

 
Cross Bearer and Altar Servers (if any) 

Lector(s) 

Deacon (with Book of the Gospels) 

Priest and/or Deacon 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Liturgical Recessional  

 
Groom and Bride 

Ring Bearer(s)/Flower Girl(s) 

Groomsmen/Bridal Attendants [as couples] 

Parents (as married couples, if applicable) 

Altar Servers [if any], Priest and/or Deacon 

Guests 

 

**If a couple choose to include the tradition of the Lasso, those individuals with the coins, Bible and Lasso 

come in [in that order] after the priest and/or Deacon. 
 
**Padrinos (“godparents”) do not need to be part of the processional, but if desired, the most appropriate place is just 
before or just after the grandparents and parents. 
 

Option 1 
 

Groomsmen [single file] 

Groom [alone or with parent(s)] 

Bridal Attendants [single file] 

Ring Bearer(s) and/or Flower Girl(s) 

Bride [alone or with father and/or mother] 

Option 2 
 

Groomsmen/Bridal Attendants [as couples] 

Ring Bearer(s) and/or Flower Girl(s) 

Groom [alone or with father and/or mother] 

Bride [alone or with father and/or mother] 



 11 

 

The Celebration of Holy Matrimony 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OPTIONAL: The lighting of the Unity Candle by the Bride and Groom is not part of the Roman Catholic ritual; most 
often, the mothers of the couple light the tapers when they process into the Church, and the couple lights the pillar 
candle from the respective tapers following the exchange of vows.   
 

*In a Liturgy of the Word, Arras, Lasso, Veil, Presentation of flowers to the Blessed Mother are allowed and 

take place following the exchange of rings. 

 

*At the Nuptial Mass, Arras, Lasso, Veil take place following the exchange of rings; the presentation of flowers 

to the Blessed Mother takes place following communion. 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

 
Introductory Rites 
 

 Greeting and Opening Prayer 

 

Liturgy of the Word: 
 

 First Reading (Old Testament) 

 Responsorial Psalm (sung) 

 Second Reading (New Testament) 

 Gospel Acclamation: (sung) 

 Gospel  

 Homily 

 

Rite of Marriage: 
 

 Consent 

 Exchange of Vows 

 Blessing and Exchange of Rings* 

 

Prayers of the Faithful 
 

The Our Father 

 

Nuptial Blessing  

 

Concluding Rite  

 

Final Blessing and Dismissal 

 

Nuptial Mass (with Eucharist) 
 

Introductory Rite 
 

 Greeting and Opening Prayer 

 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

 First Reading (Old Testament) 

 Responsorial Psalm (sung) 

 Second Reading (New Testament) 

 Gospel Acclamation: (sung) 

 Gospel 

 Homily 

 

Rite of Marriage 
 

 Consent 

 Exchange of Vows 

 Blessing and Exchange of Rings* 

 

Prayers of the Faithful 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

 Preparation of the Altar   

 Eucharistic Prayer 

 Our Father 

 Nuptial Blessing 

 Reception of Holy Communion 

 

Concluding Rite and Final Blessing 
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Use of the Church, the Parlor, and the Cry Room 

 
 

Use of the Church  
 
Time Allowed:  The Church is reserved for three hours for your wedding, this includes the ceremony. 
This reservation begins 1 hour prior to your scheduled wedding.  The time before the ceremony can be 
used for floral decorations and picture taking.  Weddings must begin at the scheduled time to retain 
time for pictures after the ceremony.  All pictures and clean up must be concluded at the end of the 
three hour reservation. 
 
Clothing:  No clothing may be delivered directly to the Church or Church offices.  
 
Guest Register:  A guest register may be placed in the Narthex (gathering area just outside the entry to 
the Church).  
 
Receiving Lines:  No receiving lines are held at the Church. 
 
No Smoking, Food or Drink (other than bottled water) is allowed in the Church. 
 
Rice, Birdseed, Confetti, Flower Petals, etc. may not, under any circumstance, be thrown on the Church 
grounds or inside the Church. 
 
Aisle Runners:  For your safety, aisle runners may not be used in the Church or on the Church grounds. 
 
Programs: May be placed on the round table in the Narthex for guests as they arrive. When made, please 
add a line at the end asking guest to deposit the programs in the basket.  
“We’d love for you to keep this program as a memento of this special day.  Otherwise, please deposit in the 

basket as you exit the church.” 

 

Use of the Parlor 
 

We invite the Bride and her attendants to use the parlor and adjacent restroom for dressing.  The following 

policies are to be observed: 

 

1. The Parlor is available for the Bride and attendants one (1) hour before the wedding. 

2. NO SMOKING in this area or any area of the complex. 

3. NO FOOD OR DRINK (except bottled water) in this area or any area of the complex. 

Alcohol is not permitted. 
4. For safety and security, please designate a family member or friend to care for your personal 

belongings.  Wedding parties must remove all personal belongings from the parlor area prior to the 

start of the wedding ceremony. 

5. Please leave the parlor neat and clean. 
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Use of the Church Cry Room 
 (Groom Waiting Area) 

 

We invite the Groom and his attendants to use the Church cry room and adjacent restroom for waiting.  The 

following policies are to be observed: 

 

1. The Cry Room is available for the Groom and his attendants one (1) hour before the Wedding. 

2. NO SMOKING in this area or any area of the complex. 

3. NO FOOD OR DRINK (except bottled water) in this area or any area of the complex. 

Alcohol is not permitted. 
4. This area may be used for waiting or use of the adjacent restroom for changing. 

5. For safety and security reasons, please designate a family member or friend to care for your personal 

belongings. Wedding parties must remove all personal belongings from the Cry Room area prior to the 

start of the wedding ceremony.   

6. Please leave the area neat and clean. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=wedding+flower+images&hl=en&sa=X&tbo=d&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4DMUS_enUS282US283&biw=1024&bih=556&tbm=isch&tbnid=MGxb3y2sizHMLM:&imgrefurl=http://www.weddinginsurance.co.uk/wedding-flowers-insurance.html?UserID=3337&UserCode=165816&docid=Imd9Je7fH2Ov_M&imgurl=http://www.weddinginsurance.co.uk/images/wedding-flowers.jpg&w=300&h=319&ei=DiilUIyrGPKgyAGmjoDoAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=760&vpy=160&dur=3765&hovh=232&hovw=218&tx=145&ty=136&sig=104243906446882636541&page=2&tbnh=150&tbnw=137&start=24&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:11,s:24,i:189
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Flowers, Candles, Décor at the Wedding Ceremony 
 
The Church building of St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church is a sacred place where we gather, pray, and celebrate.  

The architectural beauty of our Church and the furnishings of the celebrations of liturgy are designed to express a sense of 

unity and “noble simplicity.” Decorations used at weddings should be appropriate to the space and a quality that reflects 

the dignity of Christian Marriage.  

 

The following policies are provided in order that the beauty of the Church be respected and maintained. 

 

POLICIES: 
1. No decorations are required.  The natural beauty of the Church and its décor already enhance the dignity of 

the wedding ceremony. 

2. Décor for weekend Masses including special seasonal décor (Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter) may 

not be changed or moved.  During these times, additional décor should be appropriate to the season.  Please 

consult with the Clergy’s Assistant for this information. 

3. All existing plants, flowers and pedestals in the Church are to be left in place unless specific permission has 

been given to remove them.  Contact the Clergy’s Assistant for permission.  If moved, return all items to their 

original place after the ceremony. 

4. If flowers or plants are to be left in the Church after the wedding ceremony, please inform the Clergy’s 

Assistant/Wedding Coordinator. 

5. FLOWERS:  One (1) or two (2) arrangements may be used in the sanctuary space (altar area).  Sanctuary 

flowers should be large enough to be visible but never obstruct the action of the liturgy.  Flower arrangements 

may be used at the baptismal font.  Please refer to the Church MAP provided for placement of arrangements. 

6. POTTED PLANTS:  Plants used must have waterproof pot covers or placed in saucers to protect the 

carpeting.  Suggestion:  Use potted plants instead of flowers and then use the potted plants in the couple’s first 

home. 

7. PEW DECORATIONS:  Pews must not be scratched.  Use of plastic clips, tape, Velcro, staples, clamps, 

floral pins, etc., is not allowed.  Bows, greenery or floral sprays may be used only if attached with a ribbon 

loop. Please consider the weight of the flowers. Heavier bouquets do not hang well. 

8. FLOWER PETALS:  Flower petals (real or artificial) may not be thrown or dropped down in the aisles.  

Rice, birdseed, confetti, flower petals, etc., may not under any circumstances be thrown on the Church 

grounds. 

9. RUNNERS:  Runners are not allowed. 

10. CANDLES:  Existing sanctuary candles are used in the wedding ceremony.  Candelabrum may be used.  

Florist must provide adequate plastic floor covering under the candelabrum to protect the floor.  Candelabrum 

must be non-drip.  See MAP, on the reverse side of the WELCOME page for placement of candelabrum.  

Aisle candles may only be used if they are battery operated. 

11. UNITY CANDLE:  The unity candle stand is furnished by the Church; couples are responsible for providing 

the candles.  The lighting of the Unity Candle by the Bride and Groom is not part of the Roman Catholic 
ritual and therefore can be omitted. 

12. The Church is available for floral setup no earlier than one (1) hour before the wedding.  Florist, please 

respect this schedule. 

13. Florists are responsible to reclaim any pedestals, etc., they provide immediately after the ceremony.  The 

Church should be left in the same order it was found.  Florists are responsible to clean up any left over pedals, 

twigs, etc. 

 

PLEASE GIVE A COPY OF THESE POLICIES TO YOUR FLORIST 

Fax their confirmed signature to: 281-296-7238 Att: Elizabeth Rickard 

I have read the above policies and agree to comply with what has been asked. 

 

SIGNATURE  _____________________________________________________. 

PRINTED NAME:  _____________________________________________________. 

NAME OF BUSINESS:  _____________________________________________________. 

COUPLE’S NAME: ______________________________________________________ 
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Photography at the Wedding Ceremony 
 

 
Photographs provide lasting memories of the wedding ceremony.  The taking of these photographs, however, must never 

distract the bride, groom and their guests at the wedding from the prayerful dignity of the liturgy of Christian Marriage. 

 

Careful observance of the following policies is expected. 

 

POLICIES FOR WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHS: 
 

1. The Church is available for photography no earlier than ONE (1) HOUR before the wedding.  Pictures of the 

Ushers must be completed 15 MINUTES before the wedding so as not to interfere with their duties of 

ushering guests. 

2. Setup of photographic equipment must be completed 10 MINUTES before the wedding begins.  THE 

WEDDING CEREMONY MUST START ON TIME. 
3. The photographer is not allowed in the SANCTUARY (altar area) for the taking of pictures or videos during 

the ceremony. 

4. NO FLASH photography is allowed DURING THE CEREMONY. 

5. Picture taking after the ceremony is limited to 20 MINUTES immediately following the wedding. 

6. A still-photographer is allowed to move as long as he/she remains out of the view of the congregation. 

 

Fax their confirmed signature to: 281-296-7238. Att: Elizabeth Rickard 

I have read the above policies and agree to comply with what has been asked. 

 

SIGNATURE  _____________________________________________________. 

PRINTED NAME:  _____________________________________________________. 

NAME OF BUSINESS:  _____________________________________________________. 

COUPLE’S NAME: ______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

POLICIES FOR WEDDING VIDEOS: 
 

1. Video equipment may be set up in the Church no earlier than ONE (1) HOUR before the wedding. 

2. A MAP (on the reverse side of the WELCOME page) of the inside of the Church is provided with the area 

marked where VCR’s are permitted.  VCR’s are to remain stationary. 

3. Neither professional nor guest video people are allowed in the sanctuary during any part of the wedding 

ceremony. 

4. Persons making videos using cordless microphones must check with the Facilities Manger to insure there are 

no conflicts with the Parish cordless microphones. 

5. Bright lights on video cameras are not allowed. 

 

PLEASE GIVE A COPY OF THESE POLICIES TO YOUR 

PHOTOGRAPHER/VIDEOGRAPHER 

 

Fax their confirmed signature to: 281-296-7238 Att: Elizabeth Rickard 

I have read the above policies and agree to comply with what has been asked. 

 

SIGNATURE  _____________________________________________________. 

PRINTED NAME:  _____________________________________________________. 

NAME OF BUSINESS:  _____________________________________________________. 

COUPLE’S NAME: ______________________________________________________ 
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Please make sure that your 
Florist and 
Photographer/Videographer 
have read and signed our 
guidelines. 

Candelabra 

 

Flower 

 

Unity Candle 

 

Video Camera 
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Music for the Wedding Liturgy 
 

Very few things can impact the beauty of a wedding ceremony the way music can. The Church says, “The 
quality of joy and enthusiasm which music adds to community worship cannot be gained in any other way.” 
MCW #23.  Singing is part of every sacramental celebration and in fact adds significant beauty to the 
ceremony.  You and your fiancée should begin thinking about what kind of instrumentation you are hoping 
for the ceremony. Do you like the sound of strings? Of trumpets? A flute? These decisions should be made 
first. The Music Department will assist you in finding personnel. Please do not contract the services of any 
musicians without prior consent of the Music Department. When you have made this decision or if you have 
questions, contact our Music Department. 
 

The Wedding Liturgy is the Church at Prayer 
 

Couples should contact a representative of the Music Department at LEAST 6 months prior to the 
ceremony. If more elaborate musical preparations are desired, earlier contact would be preferable. Once 
your Accompanist is confirmed, that person will guide you through your selections, offer suggestions, or 
answer questions you may have. Please contact Natalie Giardina at ngiardina@staoptw.org, 832-482-
4125 to get this process started. 
 

General Considerations 
 

A wedding ceremony is first and foremost a sacred celebration, a liturgy of the Roman Catholic Church. 
The integrity and dignity of the Catholic liturgy must be respected and maintained. The wedding liturgy 
should be very similar to the Sunday celebration of Eucharist you attend here at St. Anthony each week.  
 
The Church makes every effort to help the engaged couple in preparing the wedding liturgy, but it is and 
will remain the Church's liturgy. Couples are encouraged to read, pray about and choose the scriptures 
that will be proclaimed at the wedding, pray over and select the appropriate prayers and responses, and 
also to use their experience of attending Sunday Mass to help them in selecting appropriate music for the 
wedding liturgy.  
 
Music selections should express not only faith of the couple but also the common faith of the whole 
Church. Many pieces of music which speak of love in purely secular terms are not appropriate for the 
wedding ceremony and would be more appropriate at the wedding reception. Music for the wedding 
liturgy must express a sacred text and what we as Roman Catholics believe about marriage. The songs 
found in the appendix are good examples. 
 
Please remember it is the entire assembly which worships at the wedding. As much as possible, music, 
particularly hymns, responses, and acclamations, should facilitate active participation by the entire 
congregation. A soloist should, if possible, function as a LEADER of the assembly's sung prayer. Solo songs 
should be used only at those points in the service when participation by the assembly is not essential. 
 

Musicians 
 

Professionally trained musicians outside of St. Anthony Parish are allowed to provide music for a 
wedding Liturgy, with the permission of the Music Department.  Outside musicians can create difficulties 
if they are not trained and familiar with Catholic Liturgy.  Different surroundings, unfamiliar sound 
systems and local liturgical procedures can result in embarrassing situations. 
 

 Guest musicians are not allowed without the permission of St. Anthony’s Music Department. 
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What is and is not appropriate 
Music before the Ceremony 
The organist or other instrumentalists are instructed to begin playing approximately twenty minutes 
before the ceremony is to begin. Couples may request special music at this point or leave it to the 
discretion of the musician. One or more vocal selections may be sung at this time. Music before the 
Ceremony or Prelude Music should serve to unite the thoughts of the assembly toward the sacrament 
which is about to take place; this is not the time to remind them of the period of romance and courtship 
which the couple has already experienced. To use music of a secular nature would be entirely 
inappropriate and is not allowed at St. Anthony. 
 
Procession/Gathering 
The seating of the mothers will commence at the hour the ceremony is to begin. Appropriate music could 
be either vocal or instrumental. A traditional selection would be either the Bach-Gounod or Schubert 
"Ave Maria." The ideal processional music for the wedding is a hymn inviting the singing of the assembly. 
This helps the assembly to become conscious of themselves as a worshiping community, to enter into the 
celebration more fully, and it prepares them to hear God's word. Songs which would be appropriate can 
be found in the Music appendix. Hymns can be accompanied by Flutes, Brass, and Organ to create a 
festive atmosphere.  
 
Instrumental music alone for the procession is also an option.  Note: For reasons of sacred integrity, 
"Bridal Chorus" from Wagner's Lohengrin ("Here Comes the Bride") is not allowed.   
 
Responsorial Psalm 
These are the ancient songs and hymns of the Hebrew Scriptures. The Church provides that some 
scriptural texts are more appropriate for some liturgies than for others. There is a list of those for whom 
good musical settings are available in the appendix. 
 
Gospel Acclamation / Eucharistic Acclamations 
The Gospel and Eucharistic Acclamations will be selected by the Music Department from among those 
which would most likely be familiar to the majority of the people present. (Generally the “Celtic Alleluia” 
by Christopher Walker is used for Gospel Acclamation, and "Mass of Creation" by Marty Haugen is used 
for Eucharistic acclamations/Lamb of God).  If a couple has a particular Mass setting they would like to 
have used they should make such request at the time of their music consultation. 
 

The Our Father (Lord's Prayer) 
The Our Father is properly the prayer of the total assembly. The singing of this prayer at weddings may 
discourage participation by those who may not know the musical setting or who may not care to sing. For 
this reason it is spoken rather than sung at weddings. Under no circumstances will the Lord's Prayer be 
sung as a solo. 
 
Communion Songs 
The purpose of the Communion Song is to express the unity within the members of the body of Christ that 
is experienced in the reception of the Eucharist. The song should be one that fosters this sense of unity. 
Here, once again, a song is needed that invites and allows for the singing of the assembly. A solo, such as 
"Panis Angelicus" is a song for Eucharistic adoration and not communion and would be inappropriate. 
Many suggestions are listed in the appendix. 
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Recessionals 
The recessional music should suggest the joy of the occasion. Any of the hymns suggested for the 
Gathering would also be appropriate here. An instrumental recessional may be selected in place of a 
hymn. Many excellent selections are given in the appendix.  Note: For reasons of sacred integrity, "The 
Wedding March" from Mendelssohn’s Midsummer Night’s Dream is not allowed.  
  
 

PERSONNEL 
Organist/Pianist, Vocal Soloist, Trumpeter, Brass Quintet or Ensemble, Violinist, String Quartet, Choir, etc. 

 
Organist / Pianist  
Couples wishing to be wed at St. Anthony are strongly encouraged to use the services of our 
organists/pianists (experienced and accomplished performers.)   
 
Vocalists/Cantor 
St. Anthony has available for weddings a number of excellent male and female Cantors (song leaders). 
Couples may request a particular soloist or may request that we select a soloist for them. The St. Anthony 
Music Ministry will be happy to supply any vocalists requested.  Soloists from outside St. Anthony must 
be approved by the Music Office. 
 
Strings / Trumpeter, etc. 
St. Anthony has a list of suggested professional musicians for hire.  Arrangements for these musicians are 
made by the couple and not associated with the parish. Our Music Office will be happy to speak with 
contracted musicians regarding coordination of music. The fees for professional instrumentalists will 
reflect the scale set by the Musicians' Union. 
 
Payment: 
Fees for musicians will be discussed with the Coordinator of Music.    St. Anthony Musician fees 
should be made out to Cantor and Accompanist assigned to your wedding, put in separate envelopes 
labelled “Cantor” and Accompanist” and given to the Wedding Coordinator at the rehearsal. 
 
Accompanist Fee $200.00 
Cantor Fee  $150.00 
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SOME SUGGESTED MUSIC  
 
The following selections are appropriate for use within the wedding liturgy. This list also includes the 
function for which the song might be appropriate. This is by no means an exhaustive list, but contains 
a wealth of excellent options from which to choose . . . 
 

Vocal Selections [PRELUDES, GIFTS (Preparation Song), UNITY CANDLE, MEDITATIONS] 

 Ave Maria - Schubert  The Bridal Prayer-R. Copeland 

 The Gift of Love-Hal Hopson  Not for Tongues of Heaven’s Angels – Michael Joncas   G3 709 

 How Beautiful – Twila Paris  When Love is Found – Brian Wren   G3 966 

 Where There is Love – David Haas  God in the Plannin – SLANE, John Bell   G3 970 

 I Have Loved You-Michael Joncas   G3-588  Set Your Heart on the Higher Gifts – Steven Warner   G3 708 

 By My Side – Thomas Porter  In This Very Room-Ron & Carol Harris 

 Trust in God – Mark Barnard  Bless O Lord These Rings-Joseph Roff 

 The Summons – John L. Bell     G3-790  The Servant Song-Richard Gillard    G3-751 

 

Instrumental Preludes or Processional Music 

 Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring-J.S. Bach  Arioso-J.S. Bach 

 Abide with Me (Bist du bei mir) – J.S. Bach  Canon in D- J. Pachelbel 

 Sheep May Safely Graze-J.S. Bach  He Shall Feed His Flock  (from The Messiah) – G.F. Handel 

 Ave Maria - Schubert  Rigaudon-Andre Campra 

 Aria – G.F. Handel  Air in F (Water Music Suite)-G.F. Handel 

 Minuet Finale – G.F. Handel  Air on the G String, from Overture in D -J.S. Bach 

 

GATHERING HYMNS 

 Love Divine All Loves Excelling   GA-641  For the Beauty of the Earth  G3-633 

 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven G3 - 613  God In the Planning   GA-970 

 All Creatures of Our God and King   GA-611  Praise to the Lord The Almighty   GA-616 

 O God Beyond All Praising   GA-598  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee    GA-614 

 Alleluia, Sing To Jesus    GA-949  Love is the Sunlight  G3-967 

 

Procession of the Bride 

 Trumpet Voluntary  (“Prince of Denmarks March”) 
 Jeremiah Clarke 

 Trumpet Voluntary - John Stanley 

 Canon in D -  Pachelbel  Prelude to Te Deum - Charpentier 

 Trumpet Tune -  Henry Purcell  Prelude in Classic Style -  Gordon Young 

 

Recessional (Exit of the Bride & Groom) 

 Allegro Maestoso-G.F. Handel  Prelude in Classic Style – Gordon Young 

 Hymn To Joy (9th Symphony)-Beethoven  La Réjouissance-G.F. Handel 

 Rondeau (“Baroque Fanfare”) - Mouret   

 Psalm 19 – Marcello   

 

PSALMS 

 Psalm 103: The Lord Is Kind and Merciful-Haugen  G3-75  Psalm 34: Taste and See-Haugen    G3-45 

 Psalm 103: The Lord is Kind and Merciful – Jeanne Cotter  
    G3 - 72 

 Psalm 33: Happy are the People  - Refrain III – Marty Haugen 
    G3 44 

 Psalm 128: Blest Are those Who Love You- Haugen   G3-86  Psalm 145: I Will Praise  Your Name – David Hass   G3 - 92 

 We Praise You O Lord-Ducote, Daigle   G3 617 w. wedding vrss. 
  Psalm 128. Verses 6&7 for weddings. 
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COMMUNION SONGS 

 We Have Been Told- D. Haas   G3-784  Pan De Vida-B. Hurd   G3-920 

 Come and Eat This Living Bread, ADORO TE DEVOTO – G3-942  The Name of God-D. Haas   G3-80 (psalm) 

 In the Breaking of the Bread – Bob Hurd   G3-918  One Bread, One Body-J. Foley, S.J.    G3-932 

 Taste and See-J. Moore   G3-930  I Come With Joy – G3-919 

 Now In This Banquet-M. Haugen   G3-937  Without Seeing You – David Haas   G3-922 

 Let Us Be Bread  - Thomas Porter   G3-946  Our Blessing Cup -  Marty Haugen (Psalm 116)   G3-78 

 Take and Eat – Michael Joncas   G3-950  I Am the Bread of Life – Suzanne Toolan   G3-945 

 All Who Hunger – Moore/Dunstan   G3-925  Take and Eat this Bread – Francis Patrick O’Brien   G3-928 

 Ubi Caritas – Bob Hurd   G3-696  I Receive the Living God -  G3-916 

 No Greater Love-M. Joncas   G3-701   
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Preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony Time-Line 

 
This check list is to assist you in remembering the many details associated with the liturgy itself.  
 
9 TO 12 MONTHS BEFORE THE CEREMONY (or as soon as you are engaged) 
 

 Call the Clergy’s Assistant to tentatively schedule wedding date and schedule clergy appointment. 
 Meet with the Priest or Deacon; take Prepare-Enrich 
 Attend an Engaged Couples’ Orientation Session (ECOS) 
 Complete the Natural Family Planning Class (optional, highly recommended) 
 Complete the Theology of the Body Class (optional) 

 
 
6 MONTHS BEFORE THE CEREMONY 
 

 Complete the Engaged Encounter Weekend (EEW) or Sponsor Couple Sessions 
 Email the Music Ministry Department for preliminary information (ngiardina@staoptw.org).  For 

more information, please see page 16-20 of these guidelines on Wedding Liturgy Music 
 
2- 3 MONTHS BEFORE THE CEREMONY  
 

 If not already completed, make an appointment to meet with your Accompanist to finalize music 
selections. 

 
2 MONTHS BEFORE THE CEREMONY 
 

 Prepare Program/Worship Aid.  Basic music texts, and/or song numbers can be included in the aid 
if you contact the music dept. in advance. 

 Meet with the Pastor’s Assistant to go through your selections in the Together For Life booklet 
 Choose Readers (1 reader for each reading and they do not have to be Catholic, but should be able to read 

comfortably in public) 

 Choose someone to act as Cross bearer if you are not having altar servers 
 
1 MONTH BEFORE THE CEREMONY 
 

 Confirm with all ushers, readers, greeters, cross bearer, etc. and remind them of the time of the 
rehearsal. 

 Remind everyone participating in the ceremony of the time of the rehearsal. 
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Couples’ Checklist 

       Date 
 
   _________    Contact Pastor’s Assistant to set tentative wedding and rehearsal date/time 
   _________    Attend Engaged Couple Orientation Session (ECOS)– wedding date is now final 
   _________    Meet with Clergy – fill out initial Prenuptial Questionnaire; take Prepare-Enrich 
   _________    Contact the Music Ministry Department (ngiardina@staoptw.org) 
   _________    Complete Natural Family Planning Class 
   _________    Complete Theology of the Body Class 
   _________    Complete Sponsor Couple Sessions or Engaged Couple Encounter Weekend 
   _________    Complete the Together For Life booklet   
   _________     Meet with Clergy’s Assistant to plan wedding ceremony  
   _________     Meet with Accompanist– finalize music 
   _________     Prepare a wedding program 
   _________     Confirm with bridal party – rehearsal time and responsibilities (readers, cross bearer, etc) 
 
 
DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED 
 
   _________ If not registered at St. Anthony’s, letter of permission from Pastor of Parish of record 
   _________ Marriage License 
   _________ Baptismal records (newly issued copy with current issued date) 
   _________ 4 Freedom to Marry Affidavits (2 from groom, 2 from bride) 
   _________ Certificate of completion for either EEW or Sponsor Couple Program 
   _________ Other Documents (?) 
*If you have any questions regarding the above information please contact the Clergy’s Assistant at the 
Parish office. 

 
FEES/STIPENDS PAID 
 
   _________    Use of Church Fee (Parishioner:  $500.00; Non-parishioner:  $1000.00); Con-validation             
                             $200.00; Weddings in Chapel $300.00. To be paid at ECOS. 
 
   _________    Musicians (Accompanist:  $200.00;  Cantor:  $150.00) 

Please make St. Anthony musician fees payable to the Accompanist and Cantor (separate   
envelopes) given to Wedding Coordinator at wedding rehearsal. 

                            (outside music fees handled according to the policy set by the contracted Musician) 
 
   _________    Altar servers (if used) (3 servers at $25.00 cash - for each server) given to Wedding 
                            Coordinator at wedding rehearsal. 
 
   _________    Clergy Stipend – given to Wedding Coordinator at wedding rehearsal 
                  Please note:  Stipend for Priest/Deacon – amount to be decided by the couple. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=wedding+flower+images&hl=en&sa=X&tbo=d&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4DMUS_enUS282US283&biw=1024&bih=556&tbm=isch&tbnid=MGxb3y2sizHMLM:&imgrefurl=http://www.weddinginsurance.co.uk/wedding-flowers-insurance.html?UserID=3337&UserCode=165816&docid=Imd9Je7fH2Ov_M&imgurl=http://www.weddinginsurance.co.uk/images/wedding-flowers.jpg&w=300&h=319&ei=DiilUIyrGPKgyAGmjoDoAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=760&vpy=160&dur=3765&hovh=232&hovw=218&tx=145&ty=136&sig=104243906446882636541&page=2&tbnh=150&tbnw=137&start=24&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:11,s:24,i:189
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Conclusion 

 
The celebration of your marriage as a sacrament is one of the most important things you will ever do. The 
rest of your life will be affected by what you do on that day. Please pray together for the wisdom and 
grace you need to prepare properly. Come to the altar prepared in spirit to be blessed by your love for 
each other. If any of us can be of help to you before or after your marriage, please contact us. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Prayer for Engaged Couples 

 

 

Lord God, Heavenly Father, 

The source of all love, 

The wise plan of your providence has brought this couple together. 

As they prepare themselves for the sacrament of marriage 

and pray for your grace, 

grant that, strengthened by Your blessing 

they may grow in their respect for one another 

and cherish each other with a sincere love. 

 

Bless and guide this couple as they prepare to  

celebrate this beautiful sacrament. 

Give them patience during times of stress 

Give them reassurance in times of doubt; 

Strengthen their love for one another,  

for their family and friends, and for You. 

 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord. 

 

Amen. 

 

 


